A big thank you to all those who participated in Sunday's Basingstoke Junior Doubles - "The Revenge" tournament.  Sorry we missed those players unfortunate enough to be unwell or otherwise unable to join us this time.

We ended up with 9 pairs, with representations from Alton, Newbury, Andover and Basingstoke clubs/schools. It honestly brings me great joy to be able to provide a tournament for grass roots players in this region of North Hampshire/ Berkshire.  So thank you all for your continued support.  Any helpful comments for improvement always welcomed.

I have attached the score grid for reference:-

In 9th place was our youngest pair Sean De Silva (yr6) and Mael Cordero-Benedit (yr7).  I believe this was Mael's first tournament!  The attitude of this pair was exemplary and I hope we see a lot more of them in years to come.

8th place was Ben Purser/ Ronan Drury from Andover.  Great to see these guys back and improving their game and playing with such freedom.  

7th place were brothers Sam and Luke Venner.  I believe this was also Luke's first tournament. 

6th place was Ryan Farr/ Aaron Fount of Basingstoke Juniors (Aldworth School) with 122 points.  These guys keep playing.  One day, guys.......

5th was Connor De Silva/ William Reid with 129 points.  Keep your eye on these guys for future events.

4th were the sole entry from the ladies, Sophie Bennet/ Yasmin Polding of St Mary's, Newbury with 142 points.  These guys have really improved and some of the angles they were finding were sublime.  Great spacial awareness.  

3rd were Jonathan Spence/ Ko Stephens from Basingstoke Juniors with 149 points.  This was Jonathan's first tournament, too.  First time pairing up.  Highly competitive, just a little finessing required.  

2nd were Max Neville/ Dan Micklefield from Amery Hill, Alton with just the one loss and well clear of the pack with 163 points.  A well rehearsed RH/LH combination, demonstrating some clever tactical and power plays.  

1st in the group though, were the twins Callum & Duncan Somerville from St Mary's, Newbury with an unblemished 8 wins and 168 points.  Clearly assured as a badminton pair.  Covering both the court and each other with keen athleticism.  Add this to their technical ability and it makes them a very hard pair to beat.

In the first semi-final, the Group's 1st placed Duncan/Callum defeated 4th placed Sophie/Yasmin in an exciting but decisive 21-11 game.  Despite the girls finding some brilliant angles for their winners, the boys power ultimately won through.  

The second semi saw the Group's 2nd placed Max/Dan defeat 3rd placed Jonathan/Ko. There were some terrific tit-for-tat rallies but errors eventually proving too costly for the Basingstoke pair, as they succumbed  21-10.

In the Final, the honours went, once again, to Callum & Duncan Somerville, defeating their Amery Hill  rivals Max & Dan  21-14 in a pulsating game that swung one way, then the other.  Duncan & Callum's superior court craft eventually proving too much, despite a spirited effort from Max & Dan.  

A big thank you to my loyal volunteers, Linda Oxford, Andrew Scott and to Ruth Cairns who's calm operational skills were really appreciated in recording the scores as they came in.  Parents, for giving up your time, as always, in support.

Look out for the next doubles in November 2020.

In the meantime, if you'd like to see some exciting badminton in Basingstoke, then there's a senior "open" tournament at Everest Health & Leisure Club, Sunday 5th April - http://www.bdbl.org.uk/ .  And of course, the pinnacle of the badminton calendar, the All England Badminton Championships is being held in Birmingham from Wed 11th to Sunday 15th March.  It looks like the BBC Sports Website will be covering the Quarter Final stage from the designated TV Court - https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/badminton/47375976 .

Keep playing guys.

All the best

Phil  

