Report on the Basingstoke Junior Singles Shield Tournament December 2018;

Hi guys

I thought you may like a report on the second of this season's Junior Badminton tournaments - the Basingstoke Junior Singles Shield.  This tournament is run voluntarily by Basingstoke Junior Badminton Club for the benefit and development of junior badminton in the Basingstoke area.  It provides secondary-school aged badminton players of Basingstoke with another invaluable opportunity to test themselves in a competitive environment but this time in the arguably more demanding singles format of the game.

This year's tournament, Sunday 9th December 2018, was once again kindly hosted by Queen Mary's College, continuing to support young person's sport in Basingstoke. 10 valiant young badminton players from various schools/ clubs in and around the Basingstoke, north Hampshire/Berks area gathered to pit their wits and bodies against each other in competitive badminton - the fastest racket sport on the planet (at least at top level!).  Did you know that the fastest smash recorded in a competitive singles match was hit by Lee Chong Wei on 24 September 2017 at a mind boggling 417 Kmh (259 Mph!). Phew.
This year 9 Boys and 1 girl competed in one group - with everybody playing everybody.  Overall 45 games to 21 points were played in great competitive spirit!!   It was funny how some of the most exciting 21:20s were fought out between rival players:  George and Elliott (both Andover), Callum and James (both Newbury) and the ultimate clash of the siblings, Callum beating brother Duncan 21:20 - so close!  
Our star performers this year were Winner Thomas Godfrey for picking up his first ever tournament win at singles; Pheobe Douglas for her brave determination to keep going, despite losing to obviously stronger boys and George Rhodes for competing in his first ever badminton tournament.  Apart from Thomas winning every game  :-)  only 4 points (from 9 games) seperated 2nd from 4th, with all three boys winning 7 games a piece.  It was a really exciting tournament to watch.  
In summary: (See table below for full results)
Winner: Thomas Godfrey 189 points (Basingstoke/BJBC)
Runner-up: Callum Somerville 182 points (Newbury Juniors)
3rd Place: James MacAllan 180 points (Shaw Jnrs, Newbury)

4th Place: Matt Eastick 178 points  (BJBC)
5th Place: Duncan Somerville (Newbury Juniors)
6th Place: Aston Douglas (Newbury Juniors)
7th Place: Elliott Liversidge (Andover Juniors)
8th Place: Sohaib Adnan (BJBC)
9th Place: George Rhodes (Andover Juniors)
10th Place (but by no means last): Pheobe Douglas (Newbury Jnrs)

Another good tournament, I think.  Everyone played with great spirit, friendly and fun - although this time I think they'll be some sore limbs/feet in the morning! Thankyou to my stalwart volunteer Linda Oxford for supporting me during the tournament and Tom Eastick for encouraging me to continue running these tournaments.  Thanks once again to the players and to all the parents who supported the event.  Keep spreading the word to other players in your schools/clubs as without your support, we have no tournaments.
Look out for the Return Doubles tournament in March 2019.  Dates can be found on www.basingstokejuniorbadminton.co.uk  
Have a great Christmas (and if you need a new racket........)
Phil Oxford

Level 2 Badminton ENGLAND Coach 

Basingstoke Junior Badminton Club

Basingstoke & District Badminton League Committee Member

And general great fan and lover of all things badminton.
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